Beginning of Society -Tribalism
The best way to explain open society is by defining the opposite -a closed society Closed Society emphasizes on the supreme importance of the tribe without which individual is nothing at all -an element which is found in many historical theories Role of Heraclitus in the evolution of Open Society
Heraclitus was the philosopher who discovered the idea of change which can be seen as the basis for Open Societies
He believed that " The cosmos, at best is like a rubbish heap scattered at random"
He visualized the world and everything in it, not as a structure but as a process -"Everything is in flux and nothing is at rest" is the motto of his philosophy However , after having destroyed the cosmos as a heap and a process, he says that each of the processes follows its own law which is a "measure" of the process
Did not distinguish between legal and natural laws
Socrates (c.469-399 B.C.) -A Professor of Open Society
Perhaps the most noble and wisest Athenian.
Was an intensely democratic supporter but also a foremost critic of the Athenian democracy since he believed that everyone in a democracy should challenge anything unfair in a democratic way
Socrates challenged his students to think for themselves. Paradoxically most of his students including Plato were strongly anti-democracy.
In 399 B.C., Socrates was charged "as an evil-doer and curious person, searching into things under the earth and above the heavens; and making the worse appear the better cause, and teaching all this to others." He was convicted to death.
The jury offered Socrates the choice to escape to exile for his impiety. However, he chose to die rather than escape.
He showed that man could die for not only grand things but also for freedom of critical thought, for self-respect which has nothing to do with self-importance Plato came from a family of aristoi, served in the Peloponnesian War, and was perhaps Socrates' most famous student.
Plato's greatest and most enduring work was his lengthy dialogue, The Republic.
The purpose of The Republic was something of a warning to all Athenians that without respect for law, leadership and a sound education for the young, their city would continue to decay.
Plato wanted to rescue Athens from degeneration by reviving that sense of community that had at one time made the polis great.
The problem as Plato saw it was that power and wisdom had traveled divergent paths --his solution was to unite them in the guise of the Philosopher-King. Open Society -20 th Century
Characterized by various freedoms and human rights, rule of law and some sense of social responsibility and social justice
This stems for the belief in fallibility -Since ultimate truth is beyond our reach, people must be allowed to think for themselves and make their own choices This freedom allows critical thinking and also allows the market processes to operate. -Therefore, the question should actually be that "How can we organize the political instituions so that the bad or incompetent rulers can be prevented from doing to much damage?" -Institutionalization of democracy -Democracy as the best way to avoid tyranny rather than majority rule -Therefore people under a democracy may accept the majority rule but should always feel free to combat it by democratic means and try to improve it
Karl Popper (1902-1994)-Biography
He is counted among the most influential philosophers of science of the 20th century, and also wrote extensively on social and political philosophy.
Popper coined the term critical rationalism to describe his philosophy. The term indicates his rejection of classical empiricism, and of the observationalist-inductivist account of science that had grown out of it.
Popper's account of the logical asymmetry between verification and falsifiability lies at the heart of his philosophy of science.
In 1928 he earned a PhD in Psychology and taught secondary school from 1930 to 1936.
He was a lecturer of philosophy at Canterbury University College New Zealand (1937) (1938) (1939) (1940) (1941) (1942) (1943) (1944) (1945) (1946) . He then taught logic and scientific method at London School of Economics(1946 Economics( -1969 His books "The Open Society and Its Enemies" (2 Volumes) are considered as bibles of the Open Society
Other Thinkers Nassim Taleb -Taleb calls himself a "skeptical empiricist", he believes in the presence of unexplainable randomness in data -He follows a long lineage of skeptical philosophers who believed that the past should not be used naively to predict the future.
George Soros -Soros has a keen interest in philosophy, and his philosophical outlook is largely influenced by Karl Popper, under whom he studied at the London School of Economics.
-His Open Society Institute is named after Popper's two volume work, The Open Society and Its Enemies, and Soros's ongoing philosophical commitment to the principle of 'fallibilism' (that anything he believes may in fact be wrong, and is therefore to be questioned and improved) stems from Popper's philosophy.
-Some critics argue that Soros' static political beliefs appear to conflict with the critical rationalism espoused by Popper, though Soros argues that these beliefs were arrived at through such rationalism. 
